










 1) The district of Spandau has nine sub-districts, one of which, with the old town as its centre, is also called Spandau

Spandau

National Socialism, with 13 incidents (2018: 
9). These incidents involved giving the Hitler 
salute, as well as swastikas or other NS sym-
bols: 

30th April 2019 
A man gave the Hitler salute on a sports 
field at Földerichplatz and mimed a Hitler-
style moustache. Witnesses called the police, 
whereupon the man was arrested. 

As elsewhere in Berlin-wide, there was an 
increase in incidents involving anti-LGBTIQ* 
prejudice (2018: 1, 2019: 6) and prejudice 
against people with disabilities (2018: 1, 2019: 
5). In both categories there are new coopera-
tion partners throughout Berlin who forward 
anonymised information from anti-discrimi-
nation counselling to the Register Offices.

Distribution of Incidents by Sub-district1 

Since 2014, the highest number of incidents 
have been reported for the Spandau sub-
district. One reason for this is its central loca-
tion:  with stations on the long-distance and 
suburban railway networks, the terminus of 
the U7 underground line and bus stops for all 
Spandau bus lines, it is an important trans-
port hub where many people come into con-
tact. The town hall and citizens’ office [with 
various municipal services and registration of 
residents], job centre and social security of-
fice, which are all places in which discrimina-
tion may potentially occur, are also located in 
this sub-district, as well as the market square 
and the square in front of the town hall, where 
public events (e.g. election campaign events) 

and rallies are held. The other sub-districts 
have small centres with few civil society prot-
agonists and are characterised by residential 
estates with high-rise buildings, but above all 
by detached and semi-detached homes and 
extensive green spaces. In 2019, for the first 
time, more than half of all incidents (55 %) 
were reported from sub-districts other than 
the Spandau sub-district. This indicates that 
it has now proved possible to persuade civil 
society protagonists in these areas to coope-
rate with the Register Office too.

Falkenhagener Feld – The Sub-district 
with the Highest Increase 
After the Spandau sub-district, the Falkenha-
gener Feld sub-district has the highest num-
ber of reported incidents, so the incidents 
from this sub-district will be analysed in gre-
ater detail below. Compared to the previous 
year (2019: 19; 2018: 4), the number of inci-
dents reported has increased significantly. 11 
incidents were reported in the school context. 
All incidents were insults. Four of the insults 
came from the teaching staff. Pupils were eit-
her addressed directly or insulting remarks 
were made to colleagues about the families 
of the pupils. All insults were motivated by 
racism or specifically by anti-Muslim racism: 

7th November 2019 
A teacher at one school said about her pupils: 
“No wonder they are like that; Arab families 
do not educate their children.”

The 7 insults by school pupils were either an-
ti-LGBTIQ (3) or racist (2) and were addressed 

directly to someone present. In 2 cases, the 
word “disabled” was used to make negative 
comments to someone present. 

13th December 2019 
One teenager said about another teenager 
with dyed hair: “Are you gay or what?” and 
continued to bitch about him with his friends: 
“Hey, look at the state of him; he’s gay!” 

These 11 incidents in just two months reveal 
the everyday discrimination found in schools. 
The incidents reported are exclusively in-
sulting statements made in public. With a 
total of 57 mainstream secondary schools 
in Spandau, it can be assumed that a large 
number of incidents go unreported. 
The number of incidents in the Falkenhage-
ner Feld sub-district is twice as high as the 
figure in 2018, even if the “school incidents” 
are not included; that is particularly remar-
kable as only 6 incidents were reported bet-
ween 2014 and 2018 and the increase cannot 
be explained by new individuals reporting 
cases, in contrast to the situation concerning 
incidents in the school context. Over and 
above the quantitative increase, the nature 
of the incidents reported is also worrying. 
Whereas in previous years the incidents re-
ported were almost exclusively propaganda 
incidents, last year 4 out of 19 incidents were 
attacks, the rest involved threats/insults/ab-
uses. Two of the attacks were motivated by 
anti-LGBTIQ* prejudice and two were moti-
vated by racism: 

September 2019 
A 67-year-old man was 
subjected to LGBTIQ* in-
sults and kicked in the sto-
mach at around 1: 20 pm in 
the street “Am Kiesteich” 
in the Falkenhagener Feld 
sub-district

The number of reports is 
slowly but steadily increa-
sing in Spandau. The reach 
of the Register Office net-
work is gradually growing 
as racism, anti-Semitism 
and the activities of the 
far-right are addressed in 
civil society and in politi-
cal discussions at the local 
level.

41



Over 310,000 people live in Steglitz-Zehlendorf. 
The various sub-districts could not be more dif-
ferent, for example in terms of their accessibi-
lity or social structure. This is also reflected in 
the recorded incidents and the probable level 
of unreported incidents in the district. Lichter-
felde and Dahlem are among the sub-districts 
that are more highly frequented as they contain 
transport hubs or a large number of institu-
tions, such as the Free University (FU). Howe-
ver, sub-districts in what is known as the lake 
area, such as Wannsee or Lankwitz, are also 
part of the district. The highest number of inci-
dents was reported in the centres of the Zehlen-
dorf and Steglitz sub-districts.

Kontakt: 
Register Steglitz-Zehlendorf
Mittelhof e.V.
Königstraße 42-43
14163 Berlin

Mail:   sz@berliner-register.de
Twitter:  @RegisterBSZ

Steglitz-Zehlendorf 

Home-made “Fuck Islam” sticker Swastika graffi ti
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In 2019, the Register Office documented 180 
incidents in the district. There were 40 inci-
dents fewer than in the previous year. This 
decrease is partly because new-right prot-
agonists are less active on the streets. For 
example, fewer propaganda cases involving 
the “Identitäre Bewegung” were documen-
ted. The highest number of incidents (59) 
was recorded in the Steglitz sub-district 
(2018: 60), followed by Zehlendorf, with 39 
incidents (2018: 73) and Lichterfelde with 
32 (2018: 22). May was the month with the 
highest number of incidents (21), which can 
be attributed to activities during the Euro-
pean election campaign. In 2019 most inci-
dents had racist motivations (2019: 68). The 
majority of the incidents reported occurred 
in public places. In areas not in the public 
gaze, such as in residential contexts, public 
authorities, schools and universities, it can 
be assumed that there are more incidents 
than are reported by those affected. 

Threats and Physical Attacks 
The number of attacks has increased and 
amounts to 10 in 2019 (2018: 8). Most of the-
se attacks (6) were motivated by racism. 
There has been an increase in 
the number of attacks in the 
last three years. The number of 
attacks has doubled since 2017 
(5). However, it has not again 
reached the highest level recor-
ded, which was in 2016 (15). The 
number of incidents involving 
threats, insults and abuse (19) 
remains high (2018: 25). More 
than half of these incidents (10) 
were racist. The higher number 
recorded in 2018 can be explai-
ned mainly by the fact that anti-
Semitic bullying of a pupil at the 
John F. Kennedy School became 
public. The overall figure for an-
ti-Semitic incidents has fallen; 6 

such incidents were documented (2018: 19). 
A particularly serious assault occurred on 
18th June 2019 in a park on Grunewaldstra-
ße. In an anti-Semitic attack, a 23-year-old 
man was hit and injured by one man in a 
group of 10. 

Rise in Trivialisation of NS Crimes 
There has been a particularly sharp rise in 
incidents whose background is trivialisati-
on of National Socialist crimes, i.e. swasti-
kas, Hitler salutes etc. There were 32 cases 
of trivialisation of National Socialist crimes 
(2018: 20), which represents an increase of 
60% compared to the previous year. In the 
district graffiti that make clear NS referen-
ces, such as “Nazi Zone”, swastikas or other 
graffiti are particularly noticing. In Steglitz-
Zehlendorf incidents involving trivialisation 
of Nazi crimes as well as right-wing propa-
ganda incidents with direct NS reference 
have not yet been noticeably addressed 
as a political issue. Such trivialisation of 
Nazi crimes does nonetheless occur and is 
increasing even such a “middle-class” dis-
trict without deeply entrenched neo-Nazi 
or Kameradschaft structures. In recent ye-

ars, perpetrators in the district could be 
categorised as belonging to the New Right. 
The increased prevalence of NS symbolism 
therefore suggests content-related radica-
lisation of this milieu. The implementation 
of a so-called hero commemoration cerem-
ony by the “Identitäre Bewegung” on 20th 
November at a cemetery in the district also 
reinforces this thesis. In the so-called hero 
commemoration ceremony, neo-Nazis try 
to convey a historical-revisionist picture of 
National Socialism and the crimes of the 
Wehrmacht. 

New Right Networks in Steglitz-Zehlen-
dorf 
Along with Charlottenburg-Wilmersdorf, 
Steglitz-Zehlendorf remains one of the 
New Right hotspots in Berlin. As well as the 
strong AfD district association, the “Identi-
täre Bewegung” and the presence of various 
student fraternities, of which at least “Go-
thia” has direct connections to the AfD and 
the “Identitäre Bewegung”, politically acti-
ve individuals from such circles, e.g. Andre-
as Wild, are based here. (New) Right-wing 
networks have not just formed recently, but, 

12 January 2019 
A 19-year-old man wearing a kippah 
was subjected to anti-Semitic insults 
by another man. The perpetrator ap-
parently also threw a stone at him. The 
police are investigating. 
Source:  Stadtrandnachrichten, Berlin 
police 

11th April 2019 
A 39-year-old man was subjected to 
racist insulted, grabbed by the neck, 

pushed and hit by a 50-year-old man 
on Steglitzer Damm at around 7.15 pm. 
Source:  ReachOut, Berlin Police 

17th November 2019
A swastika drawn with an Edding mar-
ker pen was discovered on a postbox in 
Elisenstrasse/Südendstrasse. A short 
time earlier, the slogan “AfD Zone” had 
been written on the same postbox, 
also using Edding marker. 
Source:  Antifa Recherche Southwest 

2nd December 2019 
A piece of racist and anti-Semitic graf-
fiti was discovered at the underground 
station Rathaus Steglitz and removed. 
It read: „Remember Kanaken [deroga-
tory term for non-Germans]! We once 
had 6 million Jews here”. 
Source:  Initiative “Hass vernichtet” 
[“Hate destroys”]

Steglitz-Zehlendorf
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like “Gothia”, have a long tradition in West 
Berlin (in Charlottenburg-Wilmersdorf and 
in Steglitz-Zehlendorf). Their right-wing 
conservative, elitist and generally anti-Se-
mitic ideas form the basis for their good con-
nections with the “Identitäre Bewegung” 
“Junge Alternative” and AfD sympathizers 
in the course of the debates on the right to 
asylum rights and immigration into Euro-
pe. The infrastructure of these networks is 
being used more intensively, making them 
more noticeable, and therefore is a need to 
monitor their activities more closely. 
However, there is a tendency for more dif-
ferentiated right-wing structures to emerge 
in the district, as already indicated in 2018. 
The right-wing periphery of CDU or FDP vo-
ters no longer appear to be moving closer to 
the issues that the AfD has been seeking to 
put on the agenda. This can be seen in the 
stagnating share of votes [for the AfD]in the 
district. That means that accordingly, a fo-
cus on far-right voter groups has emerged. 
This is particularly evident at events orga-
nised by Andreas Wild. He tries to connect 
different spectrums on the far-right. To this 
end, Wild uses the regular events entitled 
“Blauer Dialog” [“Blue Dialogue”], to which 
he invites not only “Der Volkslehrer” [a 
far-right video blogger], but also speakers 
from the so-called “Männerschutz” [men’s 
protection] milieu, such as Leyla Bilge, the 
editor of the far-right magazine “Compact”, 
Jürgen Elsässer, or Kay Nerstheimer, an AfD 
representative who was convicted of inci-
tement of masses [“Volksverhetzung”, a 
concept in German criminal law that refers 
to incitement to hatred against segments of 
the population] and expelled from the party. 

Wild, who was expelled from the AfD Bun-
destag parliamentary group and belongs to 
the AfD “wing”, which includes members 
under observation by the Office for the Pro-
tection of the Constitution, was elected De-
puty Chairman of the AfD district executive 
committee in 2019. This shows that the far-
right positions have many supporters in the 
district association. Such views do not fall 
on barren ground, as was also made clear by 
a citizens’ meeting in the town hall on the 
subject of “refugee accommodation”. There, 
various participants stood out due to the ra-
cist statements they made. 

Propaganda Still the Most Frequent Type 
of Incident 
Propaganda incidents are defined as affi-
xing posters, stickers and graffiti in public 
places. Of the 111 propaganda cases, the 
largest proportion (29) is due to far-right 
grandstanding, although a decline can also 
be observed here. In 2018 there were still 
74 propaganda cases involving right-wing 
grandstanding as a motive. Most of these 
cases could be attributed to the “Identitä-
re Bewegung”. The decrease described here 
is due to the more limited activism of these 
protagonists on the streets. All in all, the 
peak phase for the so-called “Identitäre” in 
Berlin seems to have ended. In addition to 
lower levels of propaganda, this is also re-
flected in the absence of large-scale mobi-
lisation campaigns or symbolic actions that 
attract a lot of public attention. 
Looking at changes in the type of incidents 
in recent years, it becomes clear that there 
has been a marked decline in the number of 
incidents specifically in the propaganda ca-

tegory. Whereas there were 200 propaganda 
incidents – mainly stickers – in 2017, there 
were only 111 in 2019. Back then, propaganda 
incidents accounted for 85% of all documen-
ted incidents, whereas in 2019 it will be 62%. 
The percentage share of different incidents 
shows, as was already apparent last year, a 
qualitative shift away from low-threshold 
incidents such as stickers towards scribbled 
graffiti (2019: 31) in the propaganda catego-
ry, as well as a rise in the number of public 
events (2019: 26; 2018: 4; 2017: 19). 

Conclusion 
The next few years will show to what extent 
(re)grouping processes in the AfD’s environs 
will continue to develop and whether the 
type of the incidents that occur will shift 
further towards the fields of action of the 
far-right. It also remains to be seen how 
the increasing awareness of the Register 
Office’s work will affect documentation of 
incidents. Despite the overall decline in the 
number of incidents, a significant number 
of unreported cases is likely to persist. Inci-
dents of hostility towards people with disa-
bilities and homeless people, antiziganism, 
anti-Black racism and incidents directed 
against LGBTIQ* appear to be particularly 
under-reported. 
In the fourth year of the Steglitz-Zehlendorf 
Register Office, one positive observation 
is that the topic of discrimination or rather 
anti-discrimination is addressed more fre-
quently in the district. Increasing activities 
in these areas indicate growing interest 
from public-sector stakeholders However, 
incidents are still mainly reported by people 
who are already aware of these issues. 

Steglitz-Zehlendorf

Neo-Nazi “claiming of space” with sticker in Steglitz-Zehlendorf
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Tempelhof-Schöneberg 

Kontakt: 
Register Tempelhof-Schöneberg 
Nachbarschafts- und Selbsthilfezen-
trum in der UFA-Fabrik e.V.
Viktoriastr. 13
12105 Berlin

Tel.: 	 0157 - 374 508 19
Mail: 	 tempelhof-schoeneberg@
	 berliner-register.de
Twitter: 	@TsRegister

With more than 350,000 inhabitants, Tem-
pelhof-Schöneberg is the third most popu-
lous district in Berlin. The seven sub-dis-
tricts (Schöneberg-Nord, Schöneberg-Süd, 
Friedenau, Tempelhof, Mariendorf, Mari-
enfelde, Lichtenrade) have very different 
structures. These range from the metropo-
litan Wittenbergplatz in Schöneberg, the 
gay-friendly so-called “rainbow district” 
around Nollendorfplatz and the urban villas 
in Friedenau to village-like structures with 
the old village ensemble in Marienfelde and 
high-rise housing estates on the outskirts of 
town in Lichtenrade. The degree of networ-
king and options for recording incidents vary 
greatly as a function of these different con-
texts, which also holds true for the numbers 
of reports from the various sub-districts. 

NPD election flyers for the EP elections in the district  “Identitäre” sticker
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In Tempelhof-Schöneberg, the Register 
Office recorded a total of 126 incidents 
in 2019. Compared to the previous year 
(2018: 93 incidents), 32 more incidents 
were reported, i.e. an increase of one 
third. Compared with the situation in the 
rest of Berlin, Tempelhof-Schöneberg is 
thus a district in which relatively few inci-
dents have been reported.

Media Interest Only in Isolated Cases 
Incidents that cannot be considered eve-
ryday attracted media attention:  On 8th 
October 2019, a so-called “Dienstags-
gespräch” [“Tuesday Conversation”] 
was held in a restaurant in Friedenau, at 
which the Swiss Holocaust denier Bern-
hard Schaub gave a lecture. This series of 
events has been regularly organised since 
the 1990s by a former party official of the 
Republikaner and the NPD. Civil society 
protests accompanied the event. The ow-
ner of the restaurant, who felt deceived 
by the far-right, made use of his right to 
enforce the rules of his establishment and 
broke off the meeting. Only a few weeks 
later, on 15th November 2019, there were 

anti-Semitic slogans were shouted and 
political opponents attacked in the con-
text of an amateur game of men’s football 
in Marienfelde. Supporters of the host 
club, which is known for its anti-racist 
commitment, were insulted and attacked 
by unknown individuals after the match. 
Both incidents were covered by the press, 
but also attracted attention from local po-
liticians and civil society. While the press 
does notice (rather atypical) incidents like 
these, barely any public attention is paid 
to most of the incidents recorded. Howe-
ver, recording these incidents can be im-
portant for social work within the local 
community and educational activities, for 
civil society initiatives and for district offi-
ces in order to identify problem areas and 
discrimination hotspots.

For example, a socio-spatial cluster of in-
cidents can indicate the formation of far-
right connection or even underlying local 
support for certain forms of discriminati-
on. The highest number of incidents was 
reported for the sub-district of Mariendorf 
(2019: 29; 2018: 13), followed by Schöne-

berg-North (2019: 28; 2018: 27), Tempelhof 
(2019: 24; 2018: 23) and Schöneberg-South 
(2019: 17; 2018: 20). The number of repor-
ted incidents remained at a low level in 
the sub-districts of Friedenau (2019: 8; 
2018: 5), Marienfelde (2019: 7; 2018: 3) and 
Lichtenrade (2019: 2; 2018: 2). In addition, 
there were a number of incidents that can 
be classified as district-wide (3) and online 
incidents related to the district (5).

While the numbers suggest a hotspot of 
discriminatory incidents in Mariendorf, 
the nature or type of incidents differs from 
sub-district to sub-district. For example, 
the increase in the number of attacks in 
the district as a whole (2019: 25; 2018: 17) 
resulted from the massive increase in the 
number of anti-LGBTIQ* attacks (17), par-
ticularly in Schöneberg-North. Throug-
hout Berlin, 390 attacks were recorded in 
2019. In contrast, Mariendorf mainly re-
corded incidents in propaganda category, 
again concerning the trivialisation of Na-
tional Socialist crimes or glorification of 
National Socialism. The negligible num-
ber of incidents in Lichtenrade and Mari-

endorf is probably also due to 
reporting structures not yet 
being established there.
The majority of incidents re-
corded involved racism (2019: 
40; 2018: 34). An enormous 
increase was recorded for 
incidents involving triviali-
sation of National Socialist 
crimes or glorification of 
National Socialism (2019: 31; 
2018: 19), which can be exp-
lained mainly by an increa-
sed number of propaganda 
incidents. anti-LGBTIQ* 
incidents – mainly physical 
attacks – also increased sig-
nificantly year-on-year (2019: 
25; 2018: 7). The number of 

7th April 2019 
Around 2 a.m. a 29-year-old trans 
person working as a sex worker in 
Frobenstraße was subjected to anti-
LGBTIQ* insults by two unknown men 
and attacked with a hockey stick. 
Source: ReachOut Berlin / Berlin Police 

16th October 2019 
On a building container in Salzburger 
Straße in the sub-district Schöneberg-
Süd, graffiti attacking Israel’s legiti-
macy was found. Using a stencil-style 

template, the inscription “No Pride 
in Israeli Apartheid” [in English] was 
applied three times. Anti-Semitism 
concerning Israel is among the reper-
toire of anti-Semitic prejudices. 
Source: Department for Research and In-
formation on Antisemitism Berlin (RIAS) 

26th November 2019 
Racist graffiti was reported on the 
timetable information at the “Volk-
marstraße” bus stop where buses 
leave for Steglitz (on the corner of 

Colditzstraße) in Mariendorf. 
Source: Berlin Register Office via Twitter 

19th December 2019 
A 14-year-old boy was tied up, strang-
led and subjected to anti-Semitic 
insults by fellow pupils during sports 
lessons at a secondary school in the 
street Alt-Marienfelde in the district 
of Marienfelde. The boy suffered red 
marks on his neck due to the attack. 
Source: Der Tagesspiegel 
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anti-Semitic incidents also remained at 
the same level, although such incidents 
had declined throughout Berlin in the pre-
vious year (2019: 16; 2018: 18).

Across the District:  Still Marked Racism 
and Anti-Semitism 
There continues to be a high level of ra-
cist incidents throughout Berlin and in the 
district. There was a massive increase in 
racist attacks (2019: 11; 2018: 5) and 7 ca-
ses were reported in the category insults/ 
threats/ abuse (2018: 7). Of the total 42 ra-
cist incidents recorded, 8 can be classified 
as anti-Muslim racism (2018: 8), 3 as anti-
ziganism (2018: 7) and 1 incident as anti-
Black racism (not yet recorded separately 
in 2018). 
The proportion of incidents motivated by 
anti-Semitism has also remained at the 
same level for years. Various districts and 
sub-districts of Tempelhof-Schöneberg 
are closely linked to Jewish history in Ber-
lin and are still centres of Jewish life in the 
city today. In 2019, however, the incidents 
reported were spread over the entire dis-
trict, whereas in the previous year they 
were still concentrated in the Schöneberg-
North district. A significant decline in the 
figures could be observed here (2019: 5; 
2018: 15). The number of attacks motiva-
ted by anti-Semitism also declined (2018: 
4; 2019: 2). This also confirms the Berlin-
wide trend, which suggests that the high-
est figures for anti-Semitic violence were 
recorded in 2018. Nevertheless, shocking 
cases of anti-Semitic violence were do-
cumented, such as the mistreatment of a 
14-year-old pupil by his classmates on 19th 
December 2019 during sports lessons at a 
secondary school in Marienfelde.

Schöneberg-North:  Rise in Anti-LGBTIQ* 
Attacks 
In 2019 there was a massive increase in 
anti-LGBTIQ* attacks, after the number 
had declined in the previous year (2019: 
17; 2018: 3). Most of these attacks can be 
narrowed down to Schöneberg-North and 
specifically the Nollendorf neighbour-
hood. The sub-district has a reputation as 
the centre of the lesbian-gay subculture in 
Berlin. Of 16 attacks, 15 had anti-LGBTIQ* 
motives. People who have been out to 
bars are often affected and are suddenly 
attacked on their way home at night. Ano-
ther victim group that has scarcely been 
in the public eye are trans people who are 
sex workers in Frobenstraße. They are re-
peatedly threatened by groups of men in 
cars, have objects thrown at them or are 
attacked. One example is an attack on 7th 
April 2019, in which a 29-year-old trans 
person was attacked by two men with a 
hockey stick. 
The rise in the number of cases can be 
explained by a change in how often inci-
dents are reported to the police as well 
as increased public awareness thanks to 
work by social workers from the associati-
on TransInterQueer e.V. In contrast, more 
low-threshold anti-LGBTIQ* incidents 
such as insults, threats and abuse (5) and 
propaganda (3) are less frequently inclu-
ded in the incidents documented. This 
in turn can mean that such incidents are 
perceived by those affected as part of eve-
ryday life and are therefore reported less 
frequently. 

Mariendorf: Graffiti glorifying National 
Socialism 
Among the propaganda incidents reported 
for Mariendorf (2019: 28; 2018: 11), 15 glori-

fied National Socialism or trivialised Na-
tional Socialist crimes. Eleven cases were 
classified as racist (including anti-Muslim 
racism); 2 cases were categorised as right-
wing grandstanding, 1 case was classed 
as anti-Semitism. Many of the incidents 
involved graffiti at bus stops – swastikas 
were found alongside anti-Muslim and ra-
cist inscriptions. At one bus stop, the slo-
gan “Nazi Kiez” [“Nazi neighbourhood”] 
was reported. This type of propaganda 
activities, often initiated by individuals, 
serves to lay claim to the social space. As 
well as the cases in Mariendorf, propagan-
da incidents were also reported frequent-
ly from Tempelhof (2019: 14; 2018: 7) and 
Schöneberg-North (2019: 9; 2018: 11). 

Outlook 
For Tempelhof-Schöneberg a heterogene-
ous picture emerges:  while the number 
of anti-LGBTIQ* attacks in Schöneberg-
North is striking, propaganda incidents 
dominate in Mariendorf. There is a signifi-
cantly high level of racist incidents throug-
hout the district. It is important for civil 
society and politicians at the district level 
to establish sustainable communication 
channels and nationwide networks.

Swastika in Felixstraße in Tempelhof
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Treptow-Köpenick

Kontakt: 
Register Treptow-Köpenick
Zentrum für Demokratie
Offensiv‘91 e. V.
Michael-Brückner-Str. 1
12439 Berlin

Tel.: 	 030 - 65 48 72 93
Mail: 	 tk@berliner-register.de
Facebook: Register Treptow-Köpenick
Twitter: 	 @TkRegister

Racist slogan in Mahoganienweg Swastika in Köpenicker Landstraße

Treptow-Köpenick has the lar-
gest surface area of any district in 
Berlin and is one of the greenest 
districts. Over 270,000 people 
live in its 15 sub-districts. These 
vary greatly - from almost inner-
city Alt-Treptow to Schmöckwitz 
on the border with Brandenburg. 
These geographical differences 
in population density and popu-
lation structure are also reflected 
in the Register Office data. The 
district is also home to the NPD’s 
national headquarters.
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In 2019, 324 incidents were documented (2018: 
447). This corresponds to a decrease of 28 %. 
Consequently, while the number of incidents is 
not back at the level of 2017 (310), it is approa-
ching that level again. The decrease can be ex-
plained by 125 fewer incidents reported in the 
category of propaganda alone. 

The number of attacks reported increased by 3 
to 33 in 2019, the highest level since the Regis-
ter Office began collecting data in the district. 
The number of incidents involving threats, in-
sults and abuse fell slightly (- 3). However, in 
contrast to 2018, no Internet-based incidents 
were reported. In terms of the total number 
of incidents, there has been a fall in each cate-
gory of motivations underlying incidents, with 
the exception of racism. In this category there 
was a further increase of 39 %. There has been 
a particularly pronounced drop in the number 
of reported incidents involving propaganda 
(- 125). After a massive increase in 2018, the 
figures are again in line with previous years. 
This can be attributed in particular to those 
districts that recorded a high increase in such 
incidents in 2018, namely Niederschöneweide, 
Baumschulenweg and Plänterwald. Propa-
ganda incidents there are now almost back at 
the 2017 level. 

European Parliament elections were held in 
2019. Almost exclusively in this context, public 
events also increased (+ 8). The classification 
of incidents by content shows that the propor-
tion of racist incidents in particular rose shar-
ply by 49%, while the proportion of incidents 
glorifying National Socialism or trivialising its 
crimes also increased by 11%. In this thematic 
context, incidents involving threats, insults 
and abuse have in particular increased by 6 
incidents, hitting a total of 13. These incidents 
involved Hitler salutes and/or slogans. The 
number of anti-Semitic incidents has almost 
fallen by almost half to a total of 8 incidents 
(- 9). In this category there was a particularly 
pronounced decline in the number of threats 
and attacks which have fallen sharply (- 9). 

Despite the massive decline in total incidents 
(- 76), Niederschöneweide is still the sub-
district with the highest number of incidents 
(2018: 125; 2019: 49). There was a decline not 
only in propaganda incidents (- 59) but also 
in the number of attacks and threats (- 7). Ne-
vertheless, Niederschöneweide was still the 
sub-district with the highest figures in these 
categories. The highest number of attacks 
occurred in Friedrichshagen. There were 5 in 
total, which is a sudden increase, as no attacks 

had been documented in the district since an 
attack on a refugee accommodation centre 
in 2016. In Adlershof, too, the number of at-
tacks increased once again (+4) and has now 
reached at a new record level of 13 attacks. 

The repeated high level of attacks (2019: 33; 
2018: 30) and incidents in the threats/insults/
abuse category (2019: 52; 2018: 55) in connec-
tion with the nationwide developments in the 
field of right-wing terrorism suggest a further 
increase in violence in the coming year is likely. 
Given that 2021 is an election year (elections 
both in Berlin and for the federal govern-
ment), the political discussion will probably 
be exacerbated again, especially in the area 
of racism. Racism is likely to remain the main 
motive. With such prospects, anti-racist and 
anti-fascist commitment is all the more neces-
sary and will remain so in future. It is therefore 
important that civil society protagonists and 
local residents, despite experiencing regular 
hostility and attempts at delegitimisation, 
take action to foster solidarity-based coopera-
tion in daily life, as exemplified in 2019 in Fried-
richshagen and Adlershof. 

18th March 2019 
A mother was playing with her small 
child on a playground in Köpenick North 
until several residents started insulting 
her from their balconies, for example 
yelling: “Piss off, you anti-social bunch!” 
Source: Zentrum für Demokratie 

20th May 2019 
In the evening, a man insulted another 
man on the corner of Bahnhofstr./See-
lenbinderstr., calling him “homo” and 
stating that he belonged on a train to 
Auschwitz. As the perpetrator continued 

on his way, he made the Hitler salute to a 
tram driver. 
Source: Zentrum für Demokratie

22nd September 2019 
Two men were talking about football on 
the S-Bahn near Schöneweide station 
when one of them suddenly made racist 
and anti-Semitic remarks. When the 
other man expressed his disagreement, 
the man he had been talking to sprayed 
him in the face with pepper spray at very 
close range. 
Source: ReachOut 

5th October 2019 
A harvest festival ceremony was held at 
the NPD national headquarters in See-
lenbinderstr. In the evening, very loud 
live music was played with lyrics inciting 
to hatred. Furthermore, the event was 
not registered with the police. Witnesses 
called the police. During the police check 
there were several cries of “Sieg Heil” 
shouts. The party was subsequently 
disbanded and those identity of those 
present as ascertained and several char-
ges were filed.
Source: Berlin Police
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Racist violence

Racist violence has been on the rise throug-
hout Berlin since 2017. The number of attacks 
(212) is almost at the same level as its peak in 
2017 and has increased by 41 compared to the 
previous year. Incidents of threats, insults and 
abuse (356) have even increased markedly 
since 2016. In 2019, they increased by a further 
43 compared to the previous year. In 2019, ra-
cism is the most common motive for 58% of 
the attacks and threats documented in Berlin. 

In Treptow-Köpenick, too, the number of 
attacks has been rising again since 2016. 2019 
saw the highest number of attacks (33) since 
the Register Offi ce began collecting data. The 
same applies to attacks motivated by racism 
(25), which are also at a new high. They make 
up 76% of all attacks. 
There was already a particularly high level of 
incidents in this category in 2016, although 
this could be attributed to the racist protests 
against refugee accommodation centre (see 
Evaluation 2017). At that time, there were in-
creased incidents of assault, especially in the 
vicinity of refugee accommodation centre. 
However, these protests ended completely in 
2017 and thus no longer have any infl uence. 
In 2019, all motives for attacks and threats are 
declining, except in the category of racism. 
There has been an increase of 39% in that 
category compared to 2018. The proportion 
of racist attacks and threats in the respective 
categories is 61%, the highest level since the 
Treptow-Köpenick Register Offi ce was estab-
lished.

Case Study: Adlershof 
Adlershof is the sub-district 
with the highest percentage 
of racist incidents in the dis-
trict. The fi gure is roughly 
70%. The total of 25 racist 
incidents can be divided into 
4 attacks, 5 incidents in the 
category threats/ insults/
abuses, 1 case of damage 
to property, 14 propaganda 
incidents and 1 public event. 
In addition, Adlershof is the 
sub-district with the highest 
number of racist attacks in 
Treptow-Köpenick in 2019. 
In 2017 these were all still 
took in the S-Bahn or at the station. In cont-
rast, all attacks and threats in 2019 took place 
in the northern (older) Adlershof. 
In 2019 two groups of people were victims of 
racist violence and damage to property on 
several occasions – a family and people run-
ning a snack bar. Within one month, a family 
was attacked three times at their home in Ad-
lershof for racist reasons: 

25th May 2019: In Adlershof, the letterbox of 
a house was destroyed, the fence was broken 
and the entrance to the fl at was defaced with 
dog excrement. This was the beginning of a se-
ries of racist incidents.

17th June 2019: Four children were subjected 
to racist insults by a woman in front of their 
fl at. The woman stopped her car, rolled down 
the window and said that Muslims were bad 
and that they should leave Germany. When 
the children’s father and a passer-by arrived, 
the woman drove away.
22nd June 2019: During the night of 22nd to 
23rd June, two shots were fi red at the front 
door of a family’s fl at in Adlershof. Fortunate-
ly, the parents and their four children were not 
harmed; the metal bullets that were fi red got 
stuck in the door. The second group of people 
affected on several occasions were the people 
who ran and worked in a snack bar, which was 
attacked twice in 2019.
25th April 2019: In the early afternoon a car 
slowly drove past a snack bar in Dörpfeldstr./ 
Friedenstr. The person in the passenger seat 
gave the middle fi nger and shouted out to the 
people working there: “Off you go to the gas 
chamber”. Afterwards the car drove off quickly. 
9th June 2019: A snack van standing in Dör-
pfeldstraße was sprayed with a swastika and 
the slogan “Off to the gas chamber, dam-
ned Muslims, get lost” during the night and 
doused with butyric acid.

Such series of attacks are not a new phenome-
non in Adlershof. In 2015, for example, a Tur-
kish tradesman suffered multiple damage to 
his property. In one night, the shop windows 
of his two businesses in Adlershof were dest-
royed and about a month later his car was set 
on fi re. Another example is a local politician 
whose car was also set on fi re in 2015. In 2016, 
the wheel nuts on his car were loosened and 
after his death in 2018, his widow received a 
mocking condolences card from the right-wing 
scene.

Focus of Analysis: Racist violence

A Berlin-wide comparison of 
racist attacks and incidents 
involving threats/insults/
abuse 
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Antidiskriminierungsnetzwerk Berlin /Anti-discrimination Network Berlin (ADNB) 
The ADNB is a non-governmental and independent counselling centre primarily for people living in Berlin who 
have experienced racist and related discrimination. More information is available (in English) at:  
https://www.adnb.de/en/ 

Antidiskriminierungsberatung Alter oder Behinderung / Anti-discrimination Advice for the Elderly or 
People with Disabilities 
This advice centre is a contact point for people who feel discriminated against because of their age or disa-
bility. Information (in German): http: //lv-selbsthilfe-berlin.de/antidiskriminierungsberatung 

Antifascist Press Archive and Education Centre Berlin e.V. (Apabiz) 
apabiz runs an archive and offers events and workshops around topics related to the far-right. More infor-
mation is available (in German) at www.apabiz.de. 

Dokumentationsstelle Antiziganismus (DOSTA) /Documentation Centre Antiziganism 
AmaroForo documents incidents motivated by antiziganism in Berlin. More information about the docu-
mentation project (in German) can be found here: http: //amaroforo.de/antidiskriminierungsarbeit 

Dokumentation und Beratung bei Anti-Schwarzem Rassismus / Documentation and Advice concer-
ning Anti-Black Racism 
People affected by anti-Black racism can contact the anti-discrimination counselling service at Each One 
Teach One e.V. EOTO and the Initiative Schwarzer Menschen in Deutschland documents incidents of anti-
Black racism. (Information is available in several languages (via a translation button marked “Sprachen” 
on the website): www.eoto-archiv.de/antidiskriminierungsberatung/   

Kampagne für Opfer rassistischer Polizeigewalt (KOP) /Campaign for Victims of Racist Police Vio-
lence (KOP) (Information available in German): www.kop-berlin.de 

Kontakt- und Beratungsstelle für Flüchtlinge und Migrant_innen e.V. (KUB) /Contact and Advice 
Centre for Refugees and Migrants (KUB) (Information available in German): www.kub-berlin.de 

Mobile Beratung gegen Rechtsextremismus in Berlin (MBR) / Mobile Counselling against Right-wing 
Extremism in Berlin (MBR) 
The MBR offers counselling and support to all people who are committed to a human rights-oriented and 
democratic everyday culture in Berlin. (Website also available in English). www.mbr-berlin.de 

Reachout - Opferberatung und Bildung gegen Rechtsextremismus, Rassismus und Antisemitismus / 
Reachout – victim counselling and education against right-wing extremism, racism and anti-Semitism 
ReachOut advises victims, relatives and witnesses of racist, right-wing and anti-Semitic violence. (Some 
website information also available in English) www.reachoutberlin.de 

Recherche und Informationsstelle Antisemitismus Berlin (RIAS) / Research and Information Centre 
Anti-Semitism Berlin (RIAS) RIAS documents anti-Semitic incidents in Berlin, which can be reported via 
www.report-antisemitism.de. (also in English)

OPRA - Psychologische Beratung für Betroffene rechter, rassistischer und antisemitischer Gewalt 
/ Psychological Counselling for People Affected by Right-wing, Racist and Anti-Semitic Violence 
(Website in German): www.opra-gewalt.de/ 

Verband der Beratungsstellen für Betroffene rechter, rassistischer und antisemitischer Gewalt e.V. (VBRG) 
/ Association of Counselling Centres for Victims of Right-wing, Racist and Anti-Semitic Violence (VBRG) 
On the website guides for affected persons and their loved ones are available in various languages as PDF 
files. www.verband-brg.de/material/#publikationen 

Mobiles Beratungsteam Berlin für Demokratieentwicklung / Mobile Advisory Team Berlin for Demo-
cracy Development (Website in German): www.mbt-berlin.de/mbt

Advisory & Documentation Centres 
in Berlin
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